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Our Light 

                 DECEMBER 2017                                            

Whether you are a member of the Middlebury congregation, a local resident, or a visitor to our area, 

you are invited to attend and participate in all activities & events mentioned in this newsletter. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Whose Birthday is it Anyway? 

My best friend in Jr. High and High School was Joanna Ruggierllo.  Her birthday 

was December 24 – Christmas Eve.  YUCK!  When your birthday is on Christmas, it 
seemed to me, you lost out on a lot: who wants birthday cake when you can have 

Christmas cookies? Who wants to sing “Happy Birthday,” when you can sing 
“Santa Claus is Coming to Town”?  And shall we even bother to talk about 

presents??   

 

So let me ask you – How do you suppose Jesus feels? 

 

Okay, I will grant you, that is a bit of a hokey question.  

But we all can admit that it doesn’t take Charlie Brown to 

tell us that Christmas is commercialized.  And even if we 

don’t “buy” into the consumption mode of Christmas, or 

we make our best efforts to avoid it, we still do our best 

to craft for our families and loved ones (and even for 

those families whom we support through donations), a magical, happy “Silent 

Night,” and “Happy Christmas.” 

 

So again, I ask – How do you suppose Jesus feels? 

 
December 25 is the date the church set aside centuries ago to celebrate the birth 
of Emmanuel, yet increasingly in our culture, it has become about celebrating us – 

receiving and giving what we and others desire.   A book I recently read posed 
some questions that really got me thinking: 
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 How can we make Christmas less about us and 

more about Jesus? 

 What would happen if we put as much time and 

energy into Jesus’ wish list as we put into our 

family’s and friends’? 

 

In all my years of Christmas giving, in all my years as a minister, I don’t believe I 
ever considered Jesus’ place on my Christmas list!  Have you? 

 So this year, since Christmas is not your birthday or mine (or, even if you 
share a birthday with Jesus!), let’s put Jesus on our Christmas list. 

 

What might Jesus want for Christmas? 
 

Consider what you spend on “commercial” Christmas for your family and friends –  

Can you spend the same amount on Jesus? 
Can you spend half that amount? 

Can you spend a tithe of that amount on Jesus? 
 

Bring your birthday offering for Jesus to our Christmas Eve service (or mail it in).  
Your gift will make it possible for Middlebury United Methodist Church to continue 

the many ways we serve Christ in our community – our winter coat giveaway, our 
Trunk or Treat, the rummage sale, the chicken and biscuit dinners.  These do not 

raise funds for our church – they are gifts to our community: Birthday gifts to 
Jesus all year long! 

 
Please keep our Christmas Eve offering challenge in mind as you shop for 

loved ones, and plan to give generously in ways that celebrate Jesus’ birthday.  I 
hope your experience will be similar to mine: taking this challenge makes the 

holidays holy. 
 

Peace to you. 

—Mary Kay 
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JOIN US FOR 

WORSHIP IN DECEMBER 

 

December 3:      Hanging of the Greens 

A special service when we prepare the sanctuary for Advent! 
 

December 10:       2nd Sunday of Advent 
        Crying in the Wilderness     

  
December 17:     3rd Sunday of Advent  

          My Soul Magnifies 
 

December 24:    4th Sunday of Advent 
 

Christmas Eve is doubly special this year!  It is the 4th 
Sunday of Advent as well as the night of anticipating the 
birth of Jesus.  So, our worship opportunities will be 
doubly special this year too! 
Please join us at 10:45 am for A SPECIAL SERVICE OF LIGHTING 
THE 4TH CANDLE OF ADVENT AND SINGING OF CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS.  This will be a shorter service than our usual Sunday 
morning. 

Our traditional candlelight service of LESSONS AND CAROLS will be 
held at 7 pm. 
We hope you will join us for both of these worship opportunities to 
experience the full blessings of eager waiting for the coming of Christ! 

 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIEAS 

 

Our Church decorations for Christmas will again include poinsettias.  If you would like to honor 

or memorialize a friend or loved one with a poinsettia in Church on Dec 18 & Dec 24, please 

notify us by signing up on the signup sheet on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall 

or by Emailing  Emmy Alford at alford@myfairpoint.net  

 

Payment may be given to Emmy directly, put in the collection plate (marked for poinsettia) or 

mailed to the Church (43 N Pleasant St, Middlebury, VT 05753). A poinsettia is $9. 

Please pick up plants following the Christmas Eve service. 
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BISHOPS PROMOTE GLOBAL MIGRATION SUNDAY 

 

WASHINGTON — Bishop Bruce R. Ough, on behalf of the Council of Bishops, 

invites United Methodists to observe Global Migration Sunday in December.  “From 

Asia and Europe to Africa and the Americas, the plight of more than 65 million 

men, women and children forced to leave their homes and migrate to places 

unknown calls all Christians to remember what God requires  

   

We will observe Global Migrations Sunday and receive a special offering during 

worship on DECEMBER 10.        Advance #3022144.                 

   

 

 
FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

 

As another year is coming to a close, some of you may want to know where you stand with 

regard to your contributions to the church for 2017. Please feel free to contact me, Eileen 

Rinker, any time at 545-2353 or rinkers@accessvt.com for a copy of your donation statement 

to date. 

 

The last Sunday of the year 2017 is December 31. For your contributions to be credited for 

2017, I must have them by the end of the church service on December 31.  Please, if you are 

mailing any last-minute contributions, mail them early in the last week of December so I will be 

sure to get them by the 31st. Since January 1 is a federal holiday there is no mail or banking 

done that day. Anything I receive January 2 or after must be recorded in 2018.  

 

 
 
 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
The women will be meeting on December 18th at the Church at 2pm to pack cookies for 
holiday gifts to be distributed to folks unable to be at Church.  COOKIES ARE NEEDED! 
 
SPIRITUALITY GROUP 
 
The last meeting for this year will be on Dec 5 at 1:30pm at Mimi’s house. No meetings in 
January and February. 
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DECEMBER EVENTS 

 
                                                                                                                                                        
CHICKEN AND BISCUIT SUPPERS 
 
The supper in December will be on December 3, 2017 from 5:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. in the 
fellowship hall. 
 
ANNUAL BENEFIT CHRISTMAS CONCERT AND SING ALONG   

 

The annual Christmas Concert to benefit Charter House will be held on Tues evening , 

December 19th, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. in the sanctuary. Several new performers will be added this 

year in addition to many from the past. This is a family friendly get together to celebrate the 

holidays together. We expect to have some child and youth performers that we have seen in 

the past. Once again we will have a sing along of favorite Christmas hymns.  A love offering 

will be collected to support the housing and feeding programs at Charter House. A reception 

with baked goods and drinks will immediately follow the concert. Don't forget to mark your 

calendars! 

 

 

CHANGES TO OUR CHURCH DIRECTORY  

 

A correction: 

Lydia Johnson: c/o Lisa Wendell 18 Iroquois St Ticonderoga NY 12883  
518-585-7509(H) 518-586-2225 (C) (winter) 
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2017 ADVENT CALENDAR 
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The Middlebury United Methodist Church 
43 North Pleasant Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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