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Our Light 

                           JUNE/JULY 2017          

Whether you are a member of the Middlebury congregation, a local resident, or a visitor to our area, 

you are invited to attend and participate in all activities & events mentioned in this newsletter. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

       WELCOME TO REV. DR. MARY KAY SCHUENEMAN  

Mary Kay is a familiar face at the Middlebury UMC.  Some years ago she attended worship 
and ministry activities with her youngest daughter, Anna.  She has also been a guest preacher 
several times over the last few years. Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Schueneman will be our 
Coordinating Pastor and Minister of Congregational Care at Middlebury UMC beginning July 1, 
2017. 
 
 Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Schueneman grew up in the Detroit suburbs and has lived in western PA, 
central OH, and northern NJ, before moving to Vermont in 2008 to serve as Visiting Assistant 
Professor of Religion at Middlebury College until 2014.  Mary Kay graduated from the 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio and was ordained in the West Ohio Conference of the 
UMC in 1998.  She received her Ph.D in US Religious History from Drew University in 2007.  
Mary Kay started ministry at 1st Congregational Church of Cornwall in 2010 and transferred 
her credentials to the UCC in 2015.  

 
 
Mary Kay is the 4th generation to be ordained in her family!  Her sister is 
also an ordained minister in the UCC and her mom has a Master's Degree 
in theology and did pulpit supply her whole life!  Mary Kay is the proud mom 
to Martha, Sam, and Anna!  In her free time, Mary Kay walks dogs for our 
local Humane Society! 

In ministry, Mary Kay enjoys creating innovative and transformative worship 
experiences grounded in our traditions but not chained to them. She loves to 
peel back the layers of meaning in scripture and tradition so that we can re-
imagine them and live into our faith in new and daring ways.  
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PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY JUNE 11 

 

 

TOGETHER, WE SPREAD THE GOSPEL OF PEACE AND ENCOURAGE 

COOPERATION LOCALLY, IN THE UNITED STATES AND GLOBALLY. 

Peace With Justice Sunday is June 11, 2017 

In Arizona border towns, communities facing social challenges are dramatically divided. In 

Liberian villages, citizens’ human rights are being violated. In local U.S. communities, women 

and girls are being bought and sold against their will. 

Moved by Christ’s love to pursue reconciliation and peace, honoring the dignity of every 

individual made in God’s image, The United Methodist Church is unwilling to turn a blind eye to 

injustice. 

Although you, and possibly even your congregation, may lack the resources alone to effect 

change in a broken world, your giving is vital for the UMC to continue its global ministries of 

reconciliation. Because of the Peace with Justice Sunday offering, the people of The United 

Methodist Church are able to make a difference together by sowing seeds—and yielding 

fruit!—of peace. 

Equipping The United Methodist Church to Do Justice in Jesus’ Name 

When you give on Peace with Justice Sunday, your gift makes possible our critical kingdom 

work in the world. Because you give: 

 Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting Arizona border communities  
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 United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to implement the denomination’s Social 

Principles to address social-justice issue  

 Pennsylvania students are educating their community about sex-trafficking at home and 

abroad 

These initiatives, and hundreds of other ones, are possible because you give. 

Your Giving Makes Possible the Proclamation of Christ’s Peace 

Will you continue to support Peace with Justice Sunday? Will you empower local Christians—

in Pennsylvania and Arizona and Liberia—to build the kingdom of peace that Jesus ushered 

in? 

In Jesus’ inaugural address, standing in his home synagogue in Nazareth, he detailed his 

game plan, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19) 

Through your giving good news is proclaimed to—and experienced by—the poor. 

Thanks be to God! 

To give by mail: 

Send checks to: GCFA 

P.O. Box 340029 

Nashville, TN 37203 

Please put name of Sunday in note section. 
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Joann D who is unable to attend church 
 
The family and friends of John and Marg W 
who both passed away in April 
 
Ted W and his family after the recent loss of 
his wife, Jean 

Betty H with ongoing health issues 

Scott N with ongoing heath concerns 
  
Mimi H’s granddaughter, Anina, who is 
receiving cancer treatment 

 
Mimi H’s grandson, Oliver, who is hospitalized 
  
Tom C’s cousin who is undergoing chemotherapy 
  
Sue C’s friend who has had a recurrence of cancer 
 
Bud C who has not been able to get to church 
 
Sue T who has not been able to get to church 
 
The family of Connie W after her recent passing 
 
Carol C after the recent passing offer husband 
 
Mary W after her recent surgery 
 
Lorraine M’s mother who broke her hip and is recovering in the hospital 
 
All who are living with and being treated for cancer 
 
Friends at East Middlebury UMC, especially Nicole C as she recovers from a recent health 
crisis 
  
Students at Middlebury College, especially the recent graduates 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiz27iptafUAhUCsFQKHdgbAjUQjRwIBw&url=https://www.theuncommonjourney.com/here-are-some-practical-tools-that-will-transform-your-heart/&psig=AFQjCNF_mEeW7Glpdlg5AvK4t2kCjJUUPQ&ust=1496776444899168
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LEAVING A LEGACY 

 
Picture your own funeral.  How would you like to be remembered?  What will people say about 
your life?  What impact would you like to leave on your loved ones’ lives?  On your 
community?  On your church?  Each one of us might give this some prayerful consideration 
from time to time. 
 
And now…back to the present.  What a blessing we have had to know and love John and 
Margaret Wesley, beloved and stalwart church members for over 65 years!  And for those of 
us attending their recent memorial services (merely three weeks apart), we were again blessed 
by the outpouring of love and “faith-fullness” of the next three generations of the Wesley family.  
What a legacy!   
 
John and Marg nurtured not only their only family, but many of us as well.  Throughout their 
lives, by their actions, their faith shone through.  (James 2:20 - Faith without works is dead.)  
As angel food cake baker, Christmas wreath makers, rummage sale maven, choir members, 
socks knitter, teacher and much more, their love for this church, its members, and our 
community was immeasurable.  What a legacy! 
 
The Wesleys’ lives were led with simplicity, dedication to others, and often with frugality.  In the 
true Wesleyan spirit (“Save all you can, ….), John and Marg were able to leave us with one 
more lasting gift.  Their children have sent their parents’ final gift to the church in the amount of 
$12,000.  This amazing gift will be officially accepted at our next full church conference.  What 
a legacy! 
 
How will you be remembered? 
 

 

                                     
 
 

HELP WANTED – VOLUNTEER TELEPHONE MONITOR 

  
Your Coordinating Committee is seeking a volunteer to monitor the church telephone voicemail 
beginning July 1, 2017.   Monitoring can be done remotely from your home and should only 
take a few minutes several days a week.  The telephone monitor will listen to, filter and pass 
on messages to the Pastor or appropriate church officer for action.   You must be familiar with 
the concept of need-to-know as maintaining confidentiality and discretion is paramount for the 
person who takes on this role.  If this is a ministry you are called to, please contact Don 
Jochum at 802-759-2471 or e-mail djochum@madriver.net. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

             

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU –  
 For everyone who helped on the rummage and bake sales in any and every way.   

 

 For the folks that donated items to be sold, these included many, many items from 

people who are not connected to our church – some of whom just shop here each year, 

and like to contribute back to us for the next sale. 

 

 For the folks that gave of their time to organize and set up for this “first ever - upstairs 

and downstairs” sale.  This group also included folks that just came to lend us a hand, 

even thought they attend other churches.  

 

 A special thanks, goes out to Amy Quesnel, who spent several hours evaluating the 

tremendous amount of jewelry we received.  This allowed us to get the most out of the 

“partial estate” we were given by Steve and Marilyn Needham. 

 

It was a humungous sale – our largest ever with the most amount of items for sale, and the 

most amount of money earned.  When the proceeds were totaled up we had made $5,828.55, 

between the bake sale and the rummage sale! 

 

We have sent many of the new items that did not sell, down to the Compass Treasure Chest in 

Brandon.  This is a consignment shop, and we will receive a commission each month, from all 

the sales that they make for us.   

 

The rummage sale helps our customers buy good merchandise for a very reasonable price 

and now we can help the community again by donating to the many local charities. 

 

THANKS SO MUCH TO EVERYONE THAT HELPED IN ANY WAY!  THIS COULD NOT 

HAVE HAPPENED WITHOUT YOU! 

 
 

                                   
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjop6zPvafUAhUFwYMKHeS3Ba0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.planwallpaper.com/thank-you&psig=AFQjCNFgnmmQZ2HeGwitlHYsEU7nOla14g&ust=1496778756401070
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MISSION WORK  

 
Thank you to all who reached out to our friends Jeremias and llda Franca in Mozambique who 
suffered damages to their home after a cyclone hit the Chicuque area.  We were able to send 
$250 to help with repairs to their home and new business. 
 
-Lee and Bonnie Totten Adkins 

 

CONFERENCE ITEMS 

The bishops of the United Methodist Church endeavor to lead our global, connected 

denomination through challenging times both within the church itself and in the greater world. 

 From time to time, they will issue prayerfully-considered, prophetic statements in response to 

controversial or challenging events that are unfolding.  This past Friday, they did just this in 

response to President Trump’s announcement regarding the United States’ withdrawal from 

the Paris Climate Accord.  Knowing that we do not all agree on so many of the most difficult 

challenges of the day, they do their best to articulate a direction and vision that they believe is 

in keeping with God’s mandate of love.  For this reason, and because of my own concerns 

regarding climate change and how it affects the poorest and most marginalized, I have asked 

to include this statement in our newsletter.  To see other recent statements, go 

to http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/council-of-bishops-news-statements.  

—Rev. Jill C. Robinson 

 

 

STATEMENT ON DECISION BY PRESIDENT TRUMP TO WITHDRAW UNITED STATES 

FROM THE PARIS CLIMATE ACCORD 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (June 2, 2017) - The decision by President Donald Trump to withdraw the United States 

from the Paris Climate Accord is not only disheartening but also puts God’s creation in further crisis. As the 

Bishops of The United Methodist Church, we issue this statement in defense of creation. It is our responsibility to 

take care of this planet we live on, this beautiful gift from God, the Creator of all things seen and unseen.  

Psalm 115 reminds us that “The highest heaven belongs to the Lord, but God gave the earth to all people.” 

Dejectedly, as human beings, we have misused God’s splendid gift to the point of destruction. We believe that 

God has entrusted the care of this planet to all of us, and that is why we cannot remain silent when human neglect, 

selfishness and pride threatens to further harm this planet.  

The decision by President Trump saddens us and we call upon the leadership of the United States to reconsider 

the decision. We believe that this decision, if not reconsidered, will contribute to worsening the state of this planet 

already exacerbated by overconsumption and our misuse of resources. The decision further isolates the United 

States from critical and essential climate and energy use conversations and negotiations.  

We urge President Trump to rejoin the efforts of nearly 200 countries that have agreed to voluntarily reduce their 

carbon emissions.  

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/council-of-bishops-news-statements
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As United Methodists, we have long supported action to address the present and growing threat of a changing 

climate. Our Social Principles state: “We therefore support efforts of all governments to require mandatory 

reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.” (United Methodist Social Principles, ¶160.D)  

As Christians, we must stand with our neighbors through the world to address both the impacts and root causes of 

climate change. The Bible informs us: “The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers; the 

heavens languish together with the earth. The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants; for they have transgressed 

laws, violated statutes, broken the everlasting covenant.” (Isaiah 24:4-5)  

We are especially concerned because many members of our global church live in coastal areas that are 

particularly vulnerable to climate change. We see God’s creation groaning in pain (Romans 8:22) when we see the 

adverse impacts of global climate change. This impact disproportionately affects individuals and nations least 

responsible for the emissions. “We therefore support efforts of all governments to require mandatory reductions in 

greenhouse gas emissions and call on individuals, congregations, businesses, industries, and communities to 

reduce their emissions.” (Social Principles, ¶160.D)  

The United Methodist Church will continue to call for bold leadership and advocate for policies rooted in justice 

and sustainability.  

We join with other global and faith leaders to call for a comprehensive response to climate change. By caring for 

God’s people and God’s planet, we offer ourselves as instruments of God’s renewing Spirit in the world calling 

for social and environmental holiness. We will do this by challenging those whose policies and practices neglect 

the poor, exploit the weak and harm the environment.  

-Bishop Bruce R. Ough President, Council of Bishops  

100 Maryland Avenue NE, Suite 300 Washington, DC 20002 202-547-6270  
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SUMMER CAMPS 

 

Mechuwana 

A Summer Camp Experience for Everyone 

 
Mechuwana has unique camp programs.  Check out these special camp programs designed for 

families, grandparents and seniors. 

     

Go to: www.mechuwana.org  for a brochure or email us: mechuwana@fairpoint.net   phone: 207-377-2924 

 

 

 

 

If you would prefer to get this newsletter by mail or wish to be removed from our email or 
mailing lists please let us know by leaving a message at: 
The Church office, 388-2510 or by email, newsletter@umcmiddlebury.org                                                              

 
 
 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Monday June 12th:  Resources Team at 4:00pm and Coordinating Committee at 5:30pm, 
both at Julie Coons’ Office 
 
Monday June 19th:  UMW Meeting – lunch at the Campus Café at 12:30pm followed by 
shopping at the Compass Store both in Brandon VT. 
 
Tuesday June 20th: Spirituality Group Meeting at 1:30pm at Mimi’s Home 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LPYdcI8mZMIhv9eBRQkOKdyJKxN8iQ_RaxmJb84H-5kV9xHOHwK3mnI3irVv-k78UZeVIeZzV3ZwrD-t3e7E60_S3bsWppYSYCM3k0NaoiGmF2bkqEcT4hSf_L0sbJYxoYBj-__hwmkuNKmTxWmvIbuOkvjeJWKxShWVrQ9Ysh0=&c=cdm8rApdKve4UCC9CxJLO_9QkSArx8vdt0gowhygWof8-A72YIdxZQ==&ch=_J98SaPInWJDcJIKJ74FZTh6aGRXL3Pe5hdoYGrfUEBWnu26pAhUFA==
mailto:mechuwana@fairpoint.net
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The Middlebury United Methodist Church 
43 North Pleasant Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

         
 

              JUNE/JULY 

                      2017 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Light 

The newsletter of the 

Middlebury 

United Methodist Church 
43 North Pleasant Street  

Middlebury, VT 05753 
Telephone:  388-2510 

Email:  
www.umcmiddlebury.org 

www.neumc.org 
     

Quarter-time Pastor ……………………..…… Rev. Jill Robinson rev.jill.colley.robinson@gmail.com  
Minister of Congregational Care…….….……..Rev. Jill Robinson rev.jill.colley.robinson@gmail.com  
Our Missionary in Mozambique….................Jeremias Franca 
Minister of Music ………………………………..Dr. Kevin Parizo 
Parish Administrator ……………………….… Vacant (middumc@gmail.com) 
Editor/Publisher………….………..…………... Emmy Alford (newsletter@umcmiddlebury.org) 
Production…………….…………………………Joyce Sargent  

                      

mailto:rev.jill.colley.robinson@gmail.com
mailto:rev.jill.colley.robinson@gmail.com

