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Our Light 
                                         

                  MAY/JUNE 
     2016 
 
Whether you are a member of the Middlebury congregation, a local resident, or a visitor to our area, 

you are invited to attend and participate in all activities & events mentioned in this newsletter. 

 
 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY - MAY 22 

TOGETHER, WE SPREAD THE GOSPEL OF PEACE AND ENCOURAGE 

COOPERATION LOCALLY, IN THE UNITED STATES AND GLOBALLY. 

In Arizona border towns, communities facing social challenges are dramatically divided. In 

Liberian villages, citizens’ human rights are being violated. In local U.S. communities, women 

and girls are being bought and sold against their will. 

Moved by Christ’s love to pursue reconciliation and peace, honoring the dignity of every 

individual made in God’s image, The United Methodist Church is unwilling to turn a blind eye to 

injustice. 

Although you, and possibly even your congregation, may lack the resources alone to effect 

change in a broken world, your giving is vital for the UMC to continue its global ministries of 

reconciliation. Because of the Peace with Justice Sunday offering, the people of The United 

Methodist Church are able to make a difference together by sowing seeds—and yielding 

fruit!—of peace. 

Equipping The United Methodist Church to Do Justice in Jesus’ Name 

When you give on Peace with Justice Sunday, your gift makes possible our critical kingdom 

work in the world. Because you give: 

 www.umcmiddlebury.org 
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 Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting Arizona border communities  

 United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to implement the denomination’s Social 

Principles to address social-justice issue  

 Pennsylvania students are educating their community about sex-trafficking at home and 

abroad 

These initiatives, and hundreds of other ones, are possible because you give. 

Your Giving Makes Possible the Proclamation of Christ’s Peace 

Will you continue to support Peace with Justice Sunday? Will you empower local Christians—

in Pennsylvania and Arizona and Liberia—to build the kingdom of peace that Jesus ushered 

in? 

In Jesus’ inaugural address, standing in his home synagogue in Nazareth, he detailed his 

game plan, 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19) 

Through your giving good news is proclaimed to—and experienced by—the poor. 

Thanks be to God! 

To give by mail: GCFA PO Box 340029 Nashville, TN 37203   

**Please put name of Sunday in note section 

 

OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
May 22  Peace with Justice Sunday, Laurie Jordan 
 
May 29  Memorial Day Weekend, Jill C Robinson - Communion 
 
June 5  3rd Sunday after Pentecost, Jill C. Robinson 
 
June 12  4th Sunday after Pentecost, Gus Jordan 
 
June 19  Father’s Day, Men’s Group 
 
June 26  6th Sunday after Pentecost, Jill C. Robinson, Communion 
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MINUTES FROM THE SPECIAL CHURCH CONFERENCE 
 
 APRIL 3, 2016 
 
As authorized by District Superintendent Brigid Farrell and as warned from Fellowship Hall on 
Sunday, March 20, and Sunday, March 27, and in the April church newsletter “Our Light”, the 
special church conference was called to order by Elder Rev. Paul Hoffman, who offered the 
opening prayer, at 12:45 p.m. 
 
Lay leader Don Jochum spoke of several options regarding the disposition of the parsonage: 
 

1. Raze the building, sell the vacant lot. This incurs costs for demolition. 
2. Repair and keep the parsonage. 
3. Sell the parsonage as is, at fair market value. 

 
The coordinating committee recommends selling the parsonage.  
 
Acting Trustee president Tom Colley spoke of some concerns regarding the condition of the 
parsonage: 
Contaminated ground, toilets not working properly, some plumbing and electrical not up to 
code, wraparound porch not structurally sound, weak floor joists, poor condition of barn.  
 
A motion was made by Don Jochum, seconded my Margaret Klohck, that the Trustees hire a 
local realtor to help us sell the parsonage and property with the aforementioned easement 
(right-of-way on the north side of the church by the glass doors) in place. If in the future we hire 
a pastor who requires housing, we would then provide a housing allowance commensurate 
with the local rental/housing market or purchase a new parsonage. We will keep a percentage 
of the proceeds and/or earnings to provide for this. The Trustees will explore socially 
responsible investment options. The church office will be relocated to the church building and 
upgrades (mail delivery, phone lines, remote printing, access, security, used laptop, etc.) made 
accordingly. We understand that we need approval from the District Superintendent and 
District Committee on Church Buildings and Locations in order to move forward with the sale. 
Included in the motion is a friendly amendment from Rev. Hoffman that there are Disciplinary 
requirements for providing housing or allowance for pastors and that we need to be in 
compliance if in the future we need to provide either. 
 
Motion carried. The parsonage will be put up for sale.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed with a prayer by Rev. Hoffman at 
1:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Eileen Rinker 
Recording Secretary 
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NO QUARTERLY ALL-CHURCH MEETING FOR 2Q2016                 
  
Your Coordinating Committee met recently.  Things seem to be running on an even keel.  We’ll 
be submitting the required paperwork regarding moving forward with the sale of the Parsonage 
to the conference very soon.  We are also working on the annual Pastoral Evaluation that is 
due to the District Office by June 15th.  Since there is nothing significant to report, we decided 
not to hold a quarterly all-church meeting in 2Q.  As the summer winds down after Field Days, 
we’ll plan on scheduling an all-church meeting for3Q in September.  In the meantime, as 
always, if you have any concerns that need to be addressed, please contact the appropriate 
team leader. 
  
Worship: Sue Leggett    Outreach: Tom Colley    Resources: Julie Coons 
Congregational Care: Carmen Jochum    Lay Leader: Don Jochum 
 
 
 
 

 

MISSIONAL VISION 
 

Our purpose is to worship God, share the gospel of Jesus Christ, welcome all who 

come, celebrate and pass on our rich Christian heritage, nurture our fellowship, and 

discover our place in God’s creation. 

As a reconciling congregation, our intention is to love our neighbor in the Spirit of 

God’s reconciling love. 

In this Spirit: 

We welcome people of all ages, races, national origins, economic abilities, sexual 

orientation, gender identities, family configurations, and mental and physical 

capacities; 

All ministries and sacraments of our fellowship are available without discrimination; 

Together with our neighbors we work for social and personal transformation, justice, 

healing, and peace. 
 

With the mission statement in mind, any and all members and friends of the congregation are 
encouraged to submit three important capital improvements that we could make to our 
church building/property to further the work of God through the people called United Methodist 
in Middlebury. 
 
Please email your responses to: Don Jochum   djochum@madriver.net 
 
 
 

mailto:djochum@madriver.net
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LET US BE IN PRAYER FOR: 

Joann D with ongoing health issues 

Betty H with ongoing health issues 

Connie W with ongoing health issues, and 
Leonard who is helping to take care of her 

Shelby D and family after the loss of her 
husband, Gerry 

Jim and Janet H after a recent relocation 

Bob W, a resident of Helen Porter 

Bud C who has not been able to get to 
church regularly 
 
Sue T who has not been able to get to 
church regularly 
 
Gerrie W after the loss of her husband, 
Jack 
 
John and Marg W after a recent relocation 
 
Don J's mother, Bea, who has health 
concerns 
 
Don S’s nephew with ALS 
 

Marilyn D as she recovers from surgery 
 
Pauline O after a recent hospitalization 
 
Lydia J after the recent loss of her brother 
 
Sara, a friend who is facing health issues 
 
A friend, Sue, after a recent diagnosis of 
cancer 
 
Tom and Sue C after the recent loss of two 
aunts 
 
Clay W, our friend 
 
All who are living with and being treated for 
cancer 
 
All who are graduating this spring 
 
Friends at East Middlebury UMC, including 
Mike F and Coleen F  
 
Friends from West Addison, Art and Joanie 
H after Art’s recent surgery and illness, and 
their grandson, Zach, after a recent injury 
and surgery 
 
Students at Middlebury College

 
 

                                                                   
 
 



6 

 

MARGARET AND GEORGE JOIN “LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR COALITION” 
  
During the week of May 15-21 Margaret and George Klohck will be in Portland, Oregon, 
standing with others in the Love Your Neighbor Coalition (LYNC) at the General Conference of 
the United Methodist Church. They are there with the prayers and blessing of the people of the 
Middlebury UMC. Earlier this year, when the Klohcks told at an all-church meeting in 
Middlebury that they would be going to Portland to advocate for inclusion of all people in the 
United Methodist Church, a motion was made and passed to give some financial support to 
their effort. George and Margaret are very grateful for this support. They have passed on half 
of the amount to LYNC to help with the efforts of the group. And, some of this money will be 
used to pay for the expenses of the trip. 
  
Since 1972 The Discipline (UM Church rule book) has cast a negative judgment on anyone 
whose sexual orientation is not straight heterosexual, prohibiting LGBT people from being 
ordained and not allowing the blessing of gay relationships. At every General Conference 
since 1972 there has been contentious debate on whether this stance should be changed to 
make the church more open and affirming of all people. The Love Your Neighbor Coalition 
came in to being to work for change and to advocate for the full inclusion of all people in the 
church without exceptions. 
  
Those on the negative side of this issue cite references in the Bible and what they say are 
centuries of tradition to support their view. But, advocates of change and inclusion note that 
interpretation of the Bible and traditions change as more light comes to people who listen to 
God. The rejection of slavery and the opening of places of leadership (including ordination) for 
women in the church are two examples of radical change that have been achieved in relatively 
recent history. 
  
George says, “It is because of our experience with wonderful gay people and because of our 
understanding of the central message of Jesus that we have dedicated our efforts to support 
the cry of LGBT people for justice and inclusion in our UM Church. As long as anyone is 
excluded, the church suffers. When everyone is respected and included, the Holy Spirit will 
open ways for us all to experience the joy of sharing the love of God more fully.” 
  
Remember these scripture verses: “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son…” “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength, and you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” “[Jesus Said], By this shall everyone know that you are my 
disciples as you love one another.” 
  
When our world is threatened in so many ways, and millions have no peace, in this time of 
constant war, when millions are driven from their homes as refugees, when hunger and 
poverty hurt so many people, and when even life on planet earth is threatened by global 
warming, it is time for the Church of Jesus Christ to be strong! Real faith is not about enforcing 
rules on others. Real faith is about doing all we can to be loving and caring toward everyone 
and to care for the earth that God gave us. George and Margaret are in Portland to join with 
others in the quest to make the United Methodist Church as strong and faithful as the church 
can be. 
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UMW NEWS  

The Middlebury UMW once again held a successful rummage sale and bake sale on Friday 
and Saturday, May 13 and 14. As of this writing the bake sale proceeds were $256 and 
rummage sale proceeds were $1,808, for a total of $1,964. Many thanks go out to all the 
women who volunteered their time to set up the sale during the week and worked on the sale 
days. Also, a heartfelt thank you to the great cleanup crew on Saturday. Special thanks go out 
to Joyce Sargent, who spent weeks picking up donations and sorting out items. Another big 
thank you goes out to all the bakers. Once again, Lorraine Morse’s cupcakes were a big hit. 
Her theme for this sale was The Wizard of Oz, with the yellow brick road, the witch’s hat, and 
Dorothy’s ruby slippers as decorations. Thank you, thank you all! 
 
The UMW will meet again on Monday, June 6, at the church at 2 p.m. to put together hygiene 
kits that will be taken to Annual Conference later in June. We hope to put together 10 kits. The 
value of each kit is approximately $12. We will gladly accept cash donations to offset the cost 
of these kits; see Eileen Rinker about this. 
 
Please note the different meeting date. The rummage sale was our May meeting. The June 
meeting will be our last meeting until September. 
 
 

SPIRITUALITY  

Our next meeting is May 17, and we will also meet on May 31. On the 17th we will finish our 
discussion of Kitchen Table Wisdom, and on the 31st we will review some of our favorite 
stories. Both meetings will be at Mimi’s house at 1 p.m. These will be our last meetings until 
the fall. However, it would be nice if we could all meet for breakfast at Rosie’s some day in 
June. We will discuss this at our May 31 meeting. 
 
 

SUMMER MUSIC 

If you have been blessed with the gift of music, share it this summer on some Sunday during 

worship at Middlebury UMC.  Piano, guitar, vocal solos and ensembles, flute, ukulele, drums—

the sky is the limit! 

Knowing how busy the summer can get, look at your calendar now and find the date that is 

going to work best for you.  Contact Tom Colley at atsrcolley@aol.com at your earliest 

convenience to get your name on the list.  If you need an accompanist, contact Kevin Parizo at 

kdparizo@gmail.com.   

"[One] who sings prays twice."  - Augustine 

 

mailto:atsrcolley@aol.com
mailto:kdparizo@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 Rev. Jill C. Robinson will be giving a talk at the Ripton Community Church on Sunday, 

May 22 at 4 p.m.  The topic will be:  “Eden or Environment:  The Bible’s Influence on 

Contemporary Western Environmental Thinking”.  It is the same as that of the course 

that she taught at Green Mountain College this past semester. 

 

 The 2016 Annual Conference session will be held Thursday to Saturday, June 16-18, 

2016 at the Radisson Hotel Manchester Downtown (700 Elm St) Manchester, NH 

03101. 

Jill C. Robinson, Julie Coons(equalization member), George and Margaret Klohck(lay 

member from Middlebury UMC), and Lee and Bonnie Totten Adkins will be attending 

Annual Conference this year. Thank you for holding them and the whole conference in 

prayer. 

 

 Opening day at Covenant Hills, a day of work and fellowship! Saturday, May 21, 2016 

There will be lots of work to do, everything from cleaning cabins to setting up the 

waterfront. 

Come and join in. Bring a friend and your tools. 

If you plan to come, please contact Sheri Smith (sherismith27@gmail.com), 

Jeremiah Schuyler (jeremiahcovenanthills@gmail.com) 

or John Schuyler (johnhschuyler@aol.com). 

 

 

 

 
 The Green Mountain HUB at Shelburne United Methodist Church is hosting a Disaster Relief Kit 

Party, on Saturday June 4, 2016 at 9am at the Church! You are invited to join the volunteers 

mailto:sherismith27@gmail.com
mailto:jeremiahcovenanthills@gmail.com
mailto:johnhschuyler@aol.com
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who will assemble kits from donated supplies. A good time is promised! 

You can bring items for the kits: Health Kits. All the donations are pooled and complete kits are 

made from the collection, so you can purchase a lot of one of the needed items and bring them 

to the party. 

All ages are welcome. No special skills required. We assemble, verify, and box 300 UMCOR 

health kits at each party.  

Coffee, tea, juice and baked goods provided. Join us for food, fun and fellowship! 

For more information contact Lisa Meredith shelbourne.umc@myfairpoint.net  

 

 CHICKEN AND BISCUIT SUPPERS – to resume in the Fall!!  

 

 

CONFERENCE NEWS    

Malaria Education up in Mozambique  
Too often we assume we know what other people need. We gather a 

bunch of people together, we go out, and act. What if we said, “Wait 

a minute, why don’t we ask what the people want first?”  

 

This is what the Mozambique Health Board of the Mozambique 

Annual Conference, led by Arlindo Romao, decided to do with their 

community.  

 

Malaria was already a major concern to the communities surrounding 

Chicuque Rural Hospital, which provides health services to about 

500,000 people in the province of Inhambane. So, the health board, 

with support from Imagine No Malaria and volunteers from a local university, began assessing the knowledge, 

attitudes, behaviors, and health practices of its community members.  

 

Their initial assessment revealed that only 60 percent of the households had received complete education on malaria, 

with only 20 percent receiving their information from credible sources such as radio announcements or community 

health workers. Based on this knowledge, Arlindo and his team created strategies to improve their community reach 

for malaria education.  

 

The team used radio messaging and trained community health workers to educate 1,500 community members on 

malaria awareness and bed net use.  

 

Nine months later, a repeat community survey was performed. This time, there was a substantial increase in malaria 

education. The survey revealed that 88 percent of households received malaria education; 83 percent had been 

visited by community health workers; and 52 percent had heard malaria messaging on the radio. The surveys helped 

the health board team see that intentional community engagement creates positive change in a short amount of 

time.  

  

 

http://neumc-email.brtapp.com/files/districts/vmt+district/health+kit+instructions+2015.pdf
mailto:shelbourne.umc@myfairpoint.net
http://gbgm.convio.net/site/R?i=cMAAeVyZsi-psBGyT06lnw
http://gbgm.convio.net/site/R?i=nfOrlEc5x1tlCGQIJQyf0w
http://gbgm.convio.net/site/R?i=XA7enRO9R352vqDEGGtygw
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