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Our Light 
                                         

                  MARCH / APRIL 
          2016 
 
Whether you are a member of the Middlebury congregation, a local resident, or a visitor to our area, 

you are invited to attend and participate in all activities & events mentioned in this newsletter. 

 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

TOGETHER, WE REACH CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND 

COMMUNITIES WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED DEVASTATION IN THE 

WAKE OF DISASTER. 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING SUNDAY IS MARCH 6, 2016 

 

When disaster strikes around the globe—Haiti’s 2010 earthquake or Typhoon Haiyan in  

2013—so many watching the drama unfold on our living room televisions feel entirely helpless. 

 How could any one person make a difference in the wake of such widespread devastation? As 

 responders around the globe scramble to help survivors, the United Methodist Committee on 

 Relief, UMCOR, is prepared to act. So don’t be fooled by the word committee. 

Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was established to meet the needs of those suffering 

overseas at the onset of World War II, we’ve continued to respond to those in desperate 

need—today throughout more than eighty countries around the world. 

The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s something “we” do. 

 

 www.umcmiddlebury.org 

 

 

 

 

www.umcmiddlebury.org 

                     The MIDDLEBURY 

     UNITED METHODIST CHURCH      

                            Newsletter 
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WHEN YOU GIVE YOU EQUIP CHRIST’S BODY TO SERVE IN HIS NAME 

That’s because your generous giving to One Great Hour of Sharing is what allows UMCOR to 

act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the most vulnerable in their darkest 

days. Convinced that all people have God-given worth and dignity—without regard to race, 

religion or gender—together we are assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic need. 

Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s compassionate response to human suffering 

continues today: 

 When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded  

 When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded  

 When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded  

 And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be prepared to respond 

UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesus’ name to those who suffer because United 

Methodists give through One Great Hour of Sharing.  In fact, it’s your generous giving that 

allows us to respond when disaster strikes. Not “they”.  “We”. 

 

Ensure that United Methodist Church Can Keep Helping 

Will you continue to give to One Great Hour of Sharing? Will you continue to meet the needs of 

the children, families and communities who’ve experienced devastation in the wake of 

disaster? 

When we meet the needs of those who suffer we actually minister to Jesus, who said: 

“I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me.  I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and 

you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.” (Mt. 25:35-36, CEB) 

As we respond, we recognize Jesus in those who are reeling in the wake of disaster.  

To give by mail: 

Send checks to: GCFA 

P.O. Box 340029 

Nashville, TN 37203 

Please put name of Sunday in note section. 

 

To give at Church: 

Place checks in the collection marked for 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
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How to Make the Week 
Holy 

Palm Sunday: Hosanna! March 20 
10 am Adult Sunday School 

10:45 am Family Worship 
Weather permitting; we will begin our worship services on Palm Sunday with a blessing of the 
palms on the front stairs, ramp, and lawn of the church at 10:45 a.m. If the weather is 
inclement, we will begin inside in the fellowship hall per a typical Sunday. 
 

Maundy Thursday Tenebrae: Love one another. March 24 
7 pm, Middlebury Congregational Church, UCC 

Per tradition, our congregations will join with the congregation of the Middlebury United Church 
of Christ to observe the Last Supper. We will gather in their basement for a light soup and 
salad supper first. This service will include scripture, singing, symbols of light and darkness, 
prayer, and communion. If you would like to read a scripture passage at this service, contact 
Jill at your earliest convenience— rev.jill.colley.robinson@gmail.com.  
 

Ecumenical Good Friday: It is finished. March 25 
12 pm, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

Per tradition, our congregations will join with other Christian congregations in town to observe 
the events leading up to and including Christ’s death. This service, jointly led by participating 
area clergy and laity, will include scripture, preaching, singing, silence, and prayer. We will 
gather in the sanctuary via the front entrance to the church. 
 

Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil: Pray without ceasing. March 25-26 
1 pm Friday - 1 pm Saturday, Fellowship Hall 

In observance of the time in between Christ’s death and resurrection, the sanctuary will be 
open for prayer from 1 p.m. on Friday to 1 p.m. on Saturday. Quiet music, books, etc. will be 
provided for those who wish to read or listen to music during their prayer time. There will be a 
sign-up sheet listing the times of prayer in one-hour increments on the ushers’ table at the 
church. Sign up for a time that works best for you. The goal is to fill these twenty-four hours 
with prayer. We will be inviting United Methodist friends from area congregations to join us in 
this vigil. 

Easter Sunday: He is risen! March 27 
6 am Sunrise Service, Youngman Field, Middlebury College 

6:30 – 8 am Pancake Breakfast, Weybridge Congregational Church, UCC 
10:45 am Family Worship, Fellowship Hall & Sanctuary 

On Easter morning, we will begin by greeting the sun at Youngman Field as we celebrate the 
rising Son. Our UCC brothers and sisters in Weybridge will then welcome us to breakfast. We 
will then meet for a special worship and celebration beginning at 10:45 am at Middlebury UMC. 
All families and friends are invited to participate in this extraordinary worship. 
 

mailto:rev.jill.colley.robinson@gmail.com
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Easter Garden 

‘I come to the garden alone while the dew is still on the roses…’ 

-C. Austin Miles 

If you would like to donate a potted plant like an Easter lily to our Easter Garden, please notify 
the church office of your intention and for whom (in honor or memory) the plant is given. Plan 
on delivering your plant(s) to the church on or after Sunday, March 20 and then taking it/them 
home if and when you wish to do so after March 27.    Thank you. 

 
 

MARCH WORSHIP 
 

The Lenten Sermon Series on The Lord’s 
Prayer Continues …… 
 
March 6 Lord’s Prayer:  Give Us Today 

Your Daily Bread, Joanie Huestis 
4th Sunday of Lent 
One Great Hour of Sharing  
 
March 13 Lord’s Prayer: Forgive Us, As We 
Forgive One Another, Gus Jordan 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 
 

March 20 Lord’s Prayer:  Save Us From the 
Time of Trial, and Deliver Us from Evil, Jill 
C. Robinson 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
 
March 27 Lord’s Prayer: For the Kin-dom, 

the Power, & the Glory are Yours Now and 
For Ever,  
 Jill C. Robinson 
Easter 
Communion 
 
What will April bring?  Watch for more 
about April worship in the weekly bulletins. 

 

 

 
Don’t be late for Church – Daylight Savings time begins March 13 – remember to 

set your clocks ahead one hour. 
 

 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjd0rSlhqDLAhWKWz4KHdm0BV4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.hercampus.com/school/u-toronto/8-strike-related-activities-you-can-do-extra-daylight-saving-hour&psig=AFQjCNEehbYoYF_K-2WJKknvVs0yy6RonA&ust=1456940986382828
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LET US BE IN PRAYER FOR:

Joann D 

as she 

recovers 

from a 

recent 

surgery 

 

 Betty H with ongoing health issues 

Connie W with ongoing health issues, and 
Leonard who is helping to take care of her 

Gerry & Shelby D who have been unable to 
get to church 

Jim H who is recovering from a recent 
illness 

Bob W, a resident of Helen Porter 

Clay W, our friend 

Bud C who has not been able to get to 
church regularly 
 
Sue T who has not been able to get to 
church regularly 
 
Tom C’s brother who is dealing with a 
medical condition 

 
Stacie M who is recovering from brain 
Surgery 
 
Gerrie W after the loss of her husband, 
Jack 
 
John and Marg W after a recent relocation 
 
Don J's mother, Bea, who has health 
concerns 
 
Don S’s nephew with ALS 
 
Marilyn D as she anticipates surgery 
 
Norma D after the recent loss of her sister, 
and with ongoing health issues 
 
Sara, a friend who is facing health issues 
 
All who are living with and being treated for 
cancer 
 
All who are traveling this winter 
 
Friends at East Middlebury UMC, including 
Mike F and Coleen F  
 
Friends from West Addison, Art and Joanie 
H after Art’s recent surgery and illness 
 
Students at Middlebury College 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

The Coordinating Committee would like to remind everyone of the next ALL-CHURCH 
MEETING to be held on Sunday, April 3rd, at 12:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall following the 
morning worship service.  As usual, a light lunch will be served.  The agenda is still coming 
together but we hope to have a recommendation regarding the Parsonage.   

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjxwsjW4p3LAhVBdD4KHZU2DNIQjRwIBw&url=http://deathiswhat.com/category/prayer/&psig=AFQjCNHz_D3b4AqtDgpS31mXsK38JBXRWw&ust=1456862688452646
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UMW NEWS  

At our February meeting on the 15th, our first order of business was starting to plan this 
spring’s rummage sale. Our sale will be Friday, May 13, and Saturday, May 14.  Please read 
the article below from Joyce Sargent about details.   We will have a bake sale in conjunction 
with the rummage sale and we are looking for baked goods of all kinds. As we all know, it 
takes many hands to put together a rummage sale the size of ours and we need as many 
volunteers as we can get. Someone will probably be calling you! 
 
We have decided to put together health kits as a project for this spring. We will be asking for 
monetary donations so we can purchase the needed items without a lot of duplication. Watch 
for a basket in the fellowship hall in the coming weeks. These kits are sorely needed in many 
countries, especially after disasters like earthquakes or tornadoes. 
 
In February, we held a reception after the funeral service for Ruth Glen Bill, Willie Glen’s and 
Betty Diette’s mother. Thank you to all who brought food and/or helped on the day of the 
service. We extend our sympathy to the Glen and Diette families and thank them for their 
generous donation. 
 
This year’s UMW Spring District Meeting will be on Saturday, April 16, at Vergennes United 

Methodist Church. UMW members from all over the state will be attending this special event.  
Hopefully several of us will be able to go. We should again be receiving a certificate 
recognizing donations to the District Office for donations to different categories, including the 
Legacy Fund. In 2019, the United Methodist Women will be 150 years old! The group has 
started a Legacy Fund, which is a type of endowment fund that will insure that our ongoing 
programs can continue, and will also provide scholarships for young Methodist women. We 
have pledged $100.00 per year for five years to this fund.  
 
We are a small but very active group. Our 2015 treasurer’s report is currently hanging on the 
sign-up board in the fellowship hall. Take a look at what we have accomplished in 2015 - you 
will be surprised!  We are always looking for new members; if you are reading this you are 
more than welcome to come and see what we are about. Meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month (except June, July, and August) at 2 p.m., usually at Mimi Hardy’s 
house.  Our next meeting will be Monday March 22 at 1pm at Mimi Hardy’s home. 
 
 

SPIRITUALITY  

The Spirituality Group will meet on Tuesday March 8th at 1PM at the home of Mimi Hardy.  The 

second meeting for March will be March 22nd – same time, same place.  Mark your calendars 

for April meetings on April 5th and April 19th 
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OUR SPRING RUMMAGE SALE – MAY 13TH AND 14TH 

 

The rummage/bake sale is a great fund raiser for our United Methodist Women.  Last year the 

two sales brought in over $5000.  The money is spent buying things for our church, supporting 

many local charitable groups and donating to missions.  Last year we bought new plates for 

the kitchen and four more large tables, along with other supplies for church. 

 

Spring cleaning often leads to things you no longer need.  We just want to let you know that we 

would like those donations.  We are willing to start taking them any time.  Just give me a call to 

set a date and time for me to open the church so you can bring them in – or – for me to come 

to your home and bring the things to church for you.   

 

Remember we take clothing of all sizes, dishes, knick knacks, games, puzzles, shoes, books, 

toys, jewelry, small tools, and the list just goes on.   Due to lack of space we do not take any 

large furniture, but, can usually take small book cases or end tables. 

 

Unfortunately we are not taking any more televisions, and if you bring in electronics, please put 

a note on them that they do work.  We do not have the knowledge or equipment to check them 

out.   

 

We have many “opportunities” for folks to come May 9th thru May 12th to help us set up our 

rooms downstairs in preparation for the sale.  We also need helpers for the days of the sale.   

Any and all help is welcome.  Just give me a call if you need more information - want to leave 

your donations or have me pick them up. 

 

Thanks much!!       Joyce Sargent   388-7573 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj48_CgtaLLAhWMXD4KHSmKARsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Frutlandvermont.com%2Fevent%2Fspring-rummage-sale-at-grace-church-3%2F&psig=AFQjCNEMgUni3b3-XTiyIwhfz6oe_3rMsQ&ust=1457022311214812
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NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY IS APRIL 10, 2016 

TOGETHER, WE EMPOWER LOCAL SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATE NATIVE 

AMERICAN SEMINARY STUDENTS TO SERVE GOD FAITHFULLY. 

One tribe in North America has told this story for centuries: when people “pale as birch” crossed the 

great water in large canoes, they brought with them “The Black Book.”  However, the bringers of the 

physical Book could not have known what it would mean and look like to be Native and a follower of 

Jesus.   

Today Native Americans—with many unique languages, many unique cultures—honor their heritage, 

and live as Jesus-followers, led by a rotation of primarily Native American pastors. 

Supporting the Ministry of Christ among Native People 

Most Americans today recognize that the history following the arrival of the large canoes bore little 

resemblance to the one all Christians identify as Creator. That’s why the people of The United 

Methodist Church, Native and non-Native, are creating a new history. Through Native American 

Ministries Sunday, we’re able to equip and empower Native American pastors, congregations and 

seminary students to do what only they can do: authentically worship and serve Jesus. 

As a member of The United Methodist Church, your gift, on this day, equips Native congregations—like 

New York’s Onondaga Nation UMC and Nebraska’s Native American Sacred Winds congregation—to 

worship and serve as only they can. 

This work and hundreds of other ministries, are possible because you give. 

Our Giving Allows Native Americans to Encounter, Worship and Serve Jesus 

When you support Native American Ministries Sunday, you equip seminary students who will honor and 

celebrate Native American culture in their ministries. And you empower congregations that are finding 

fresh new ways to minister to their communities with the love of Christ. 

Dr. Richard Twiss, a member of the Sicangu Lakota Oyate from the Rosebud Sioux Reservation in 

South Dakota, asked: 

“Will we be allowed to develop new ways of doing church that honor God’s purposes for the creative 

expression of our cultures? Will new ministry partnerships and coalitions form? Will you help be a part 

of this wonderful process of reconciliation, restoration and release?”    

Say yes. 

Give at Church or give by mail: Send checks to – GCFA   PO Box 340029   Nashville, TN 37203 

Please note Native American Ministries on your check 
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Chicken and Biscuit Supper -- April 24, 2016  

   Middlebury UMC Fellowship Hall 

 

 

All proceeds from the supper will go to “IMAGINE NO MALARIA” 
 

 

World Malaria Day 

 

Credit: Paul Jeffrey 

 

World Malaria Day, April 25th, is a day to remember that approximately 1 

million people are killed by this preventable disease each year. It's also a 

day to take action to put an end to malaria. United Methodists are doing 

much to stem the tide.  
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwii6O6atMvKAhUjroMKHZGtDcoQjRwIBw&url=http://hliba.blogspot.com/2011/03/chicken-and-biscuit-dinner.html&psig=AFQjCNFO-zqGFUQ5D6508WOVC7Rus-eeMw&ust=1454032661943252
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Can We Catch a Killer? 

Every 60 seconds, malaria claims a life in Africa. The people of the New England Conference 

of The United Methodist Church are unified in the fight against this preventable killer through 

Imagine No Malaria. 

Imagine No Malaria is an extraordinary effort of The United Methodist Church. Across the 

denomination, we are putting our faith into action to end preventable deaths from malaria in 

Africa, especially those of children and mothers.  

Achieving that goal requires an integrated strategy against the disease. What began as 

Nothing But Nets in 2006, has become a comprehensive, life-saving ministry – Imagine No 

Malaria – that aims to empower the people of Africa to overcome the burden of malaria. We in 

the New England Conference are part of this effort to eradicate a killer. 

We are making a difference, but there is still more work to do 

Just a few short years ago, statistics showed a child died every 30 seconds of malaria. Today, 

because of your dedicated and generous support by United Methodists, malaria’s impact has 

been cut in half. 

According to the World Health Organization (World Malaria Report 2011), this disease now 

claims a life every 60 seconds. We seek to end all preventable deaths from malaria, so our 

journey continues…. 

Now, Imagine No Malaria helps us take the next step in this fight (think of it as Nets Plus). 

We’re doing more and addressing this issue on a variety of fronts, including Prevention, 

Education, Communications, and Treatment. 

 

 

March 13, 2016 

 
 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjC17_ih6DLAhULPT4KHazTCWwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.pcafamilyblog.com/2014/03/daylight-savings-time-to-spring-forward.html&psig=AFQjCNH3k0XldnUi8fOzL8vqC38cze8W0g&ust=1456941360567318
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MIDDLEBURY UMC 

47 North Pleasant Street 

Middlebury, VT 05753 

  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED   

 

         March/April 

                          2016 
 

             

                         (Almost) 
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