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THE SEASON OF EASTER 
 

The Gospels tell us that on the first day of the week, Easter morning, God set in motion the dawn 

of the new creation. By the time the sun came up that morning, something no one could have 

expected had already happened. Mary Magdalene was still in her grief over the death of Jesus, 

then in her shock over his missing body, and in those moments she did not understand what was 

happening. She did not yet know that God was already writing a completely new story, with a 

whole new ending.  

 

In fact, no one - not Mary Magdalene, not Mary the mother of Jesus, not Martha, not Peter, not 

John, not the Romans, not the Jews - expected Jesus to step through the doorway of death as he 

did. Like Mary, you too may have experienced grief, loss, insecurity, fear, doubt, confusion. You 

may look right at Jesus and not see him. If that happens, you are in good company. But on Easter 

morning, Mary sees past all that to the risen Lord, and everything shifts.  

 

Today, look with her eyes. Step with her through the doorway and let God help you write the 

story he has in mind for you as he did for her. He may call you to ministries of care and healing. 

He may call you to teach the young or the old, to care for the sick, to visit the lonely, to feed the 

poor, to stand for justice. Step through the doorway and he will loosen the grip of all that holds 

you back, all that weighs you down. Step through the doorway and he will help you write the 

next chapter of God's new creation in the story of your life.  

 

Two thousand years ago, that's what happened to Mary Magdalene. She looked into the tomb 

across the threshold of death, and the weight of life, its losses and disappointments, its setbacks 

and tragedies, dissolved. For there, through the doorway of the resurrection, she encountered the 

very presence of God.  

 

Today, ponder that doorway. In what ever way you can, open yourself to the possibility that God 

has rolled back the stone and set before you a new way to think about the world, a new way to 

live in hope. Let God help you leave behind the thoughts and memories and criticisms that 

weighed you down yesterday, and refocus your attention on what the world, and the people 

around you, need from you today. Walk through the doorway of the resurrection. Because Christ 

has risen. And in all of human history, nothing has happened like this.  

From Gus & Laurie 
 

Our Light 
www.middleburyumc.org 
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MINISTER OF CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 
At the last quarterly all-church meeting, the congregation authorized your coordinating 
committee to hire a part-time Minister of Congregational Care. It was decided that we 
would employ a clergy person to handle our visitation ministry and conduct weddings 
and funerals among other things. We worked closely with District Superintendant Brigid 
Farrell and it was announced on Easter Sunday morning that we have hired the 
Reverend Jill C. Robinson for this position. Jill will complete her current pastoral 
obligation at the end of June and will be moving back to the Addison County area. Gus 
and Laurie Jordan will continue to be our Interim Coordinating Pastors.   
 
Don Jochum, Lay Leader and Chair of the Coordinating Committee 

 
 
 
 
RECONCILING CONGREGATION – DRAFT OF NEW MISSION STATEMENT 
 
In many ways, our congregation already acts as a reconciling congregation through our 
beliefs, deeds and words. As we move towards formalizing this position, it will become 
necessary to adopt a new mission statement as our mission statement is really the key 
that identifies us as a reconciling congregation and kicks off the process. As we prepare 
to discuss this in detail over the next few months, please carefully consider the following 
draft mission statement for our church. 
 
“To love our neighbor in the Spirit of God’s reconciling love. 
 
In this Spirit, we welcome people of all ages, races, national origins, economic abilities, 
sexual orientations, gender identities, family configurations, and mental and physical 
capacities. 
 
In this Spirit, all ministries and sacraments of the church are available to our members 
without discrimination. 
 
In this Spirit, we work for social and personal transformation, justice, healing, and 
peace. “   
 
Don Jochum, Lay Leader and Chair of the Coordinating Committee 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
Charlotte; family and friends of Matt, the 39 year old journalist who passed away; Lydia 
Johnson as she travels; Ann’s friend Donna; Mimi Hardy; Julie Coon’s sister; Don 
Jochum’s brother-in-law; Dale Lane; Eileen Rinker’s brother, Norman; Margaret Klohck; 
Norma Duclos; Gerry and Shelby Dewitt; Mary Wimett; Gus & Laurie’s friend Tim; a 
friend in Brattleboro waiting for a kidney transplant; Emmy’s friend Astrid. 
 

 

 

HOMECOMING SUNDAY – MAY 18, 2014 

 

“HOME – I imagine we all have so many connotations, perspectives, definitions, 

experiences of that one word – from geography, to people, to our soul’s memory, and 

ultimately to our home in God. 

 

 Where is home?  Who is home?  What makes it home? 

Is it familiar landscape, geography, a quality of life, the presence of particular people?  

Is home a place or a person for you?  Is it within or without?”  -unknown 

 

We are excited to host our 1st Annual Homecoming Sunday on May 18, 2014.  This 

celebration is based on a “welcome back” invitation to people we have lost touch with.  

We’ll begin with our regular worship service at 10:45 am and conclude with a luncheon.  

This will be a wonderful time to catch up with old friends, make new ones and share all 

of the great things happening here at the Middlebury United Methodist Church. 

 

We will be asking our congregation to supply the food for the luncheon.  Look for the 

sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  Any questions, feel free to 

contact Carmen Jochum at 759-2471 or cjochum@madriver.net.  

 

A passage in the Father Tim series book, “Home to Holly Springs” by Jan Karon reads, 

“Sometimes a trip back home is a journey of the soul.”  Come celebrate our journey! 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 

mailto:cjochum@madriver.net
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IMAGINE NO MALARIA CAMPAIGN  -- CLOSE TO GOAL FOR 2015 

  
As many of you are well aware, The United Methodist Church has been at the forefront 
of initiatives to help eliminate the scourge of malaria from the African Continent. The 
good news so far is that our conference set a goal for the Methodist Churches in New 
England which has already reached 80% of its target. They refer to this part of 
fundraising as the "Denominational Campaign" Methodist churches all over our region 
have been finding creative ways to raise money that will save lives in Africa. Church 
suppers, sporting events, and rummage sales are only a few of the ways that church 
members are pulling together to help their churches reach their financial goals for this 
campaign. For every $ 10.00 raised, one life in Africa can be saved from malaria. The 
money raised in this campaign supports: distribution of mosquito nets, health clinic 
improvements, and training of medical personnel and other support functions. April 25 
was "World Malaria Day”, a day to help raise awareness about the impact that malaria 
continues to have in Africa as well as in other tropical and subtropical climates where 
healthcare is suboptimal. 
Over the next few weeks our church leadership will be seeking ways that our church 
can most effectively participate in this campaign. If you have an idea for a fundraiser, 
please share it with our ministers or members of our outreach team. We have already 
been active in contributing to this cause by donating to "Nothing but Nets" and by 
donating on behalf of our coordinating pastors, but it would be a blessing if our small 
congregation could do even more. Please pray over and discuss this issue over the next 
few weeks.  
How many lives could our church save?        Tom Colley (on behalf of the Outreach 
Team) 

 
UMW NEWS 
May is Rummage Sale Month!! 

Friday May 16th 9am-5pm --- Rummage Sale downstairs at the UMC 
Friday May 16th 9am-1pm --- Bake Sale upstairs in the Kitchen of the UMC 
Saturday May 17th -9-noon -- Bag Day ($2.50 a bag) downstairs at the UMC 

 
People can bring rummage up until the Monday before the sale, but not after that unless 
it is something very special - as we will be busy setting up the rooms. 
 
People bringing baked goods for the sale should have them  at the church by 8:30am 
Friday Morning. 
 
Mother's Day May 11th is the day to bring donations to church for Imagine No Malaria 

your contributions will be matched that day and added to funds we have already 
collected. 
 
Spirituality Group 
Our next meeting will be May 6th Tuesday at 1:30pm at the church. 
Marilyn Delaney will lead the group in a discussion of Chapter 6. 
 
The next UMW meeting will be May 18th at 2pm at the church. 
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RESOURCES TEAM 
 
The Resources Team’s next meeting will be Monday, May 12th at 3:30pm at Julie’s 
office. 
 

 UM MEN 
 
The UMM’s breakfast this month will be on May 10th at the Church 
 
CHICKEN & BISQUITS SUPPERS 
 
Our very delicious and successful monthly Chicken & Biscuit Suppers have ended for 
the season --- be looking for them to start up again in the fall !!!!! 
 
 
OUR NEW CHURCH WEBSITE ADDRESS 

 

 http://umcmiddlebury.org   
 
 
                                  
 
 
 
 

--If you would prefer to get this newsletter by email or wish to be removed from our 
email or mailing lists please let us know by leaving a message at: 

 The Church office, 388-2510 
  or by email, newsletter@umcmiddlebury.org  

 
 
 
 

                                             
 
 

http://umcmiddlebury.org/
mailto:newsletter@umcmiddlebury.org
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