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FROM LAURIE AND GUS, INTERIM COORDINATING PASTORS 

 

Jesus wants you and needs you. Jesus wants and needs me. A broken world that does not 

hear or recognize him — that world will only see Jesus and encounter Jesus and recognize him 

clearly when we who are called reflect clearly his glory and shine his light and love into the dark 

places of our small blue planet. 

People need what Jesus offers — and we are called to un-clutter whatever is getting in the 

way of that encounter Jesus... whatever is holding us back from looking enough like Jesus   - so 

that we can make out   the outlines of his kingdom mission. 

As we talk, learn, and share together over the coming months regarding new initiatives for 

our church, we will need to open our ears to discern the voice of Jesus as we listen to one 

another. As we discover direction and come to consensus, we can expect with confidence that 

the Holy Spirit will lift us up and give us strength to follow the voice that we discern. 

Our first step is to recognize the reality of the situation. 2014 isn’t 1st Century Palestine or 

2nd Century Rome. It isn’t 17th Century England, and it isn’t 1962 suburban America. We can 

and definitely should learn something from all these eras. In many ways human beings haven’t 

changed much in several millennia. 

And “Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) 

But nevertheless we truly need to understand our moment in time and what makes it 

unique. 

We need to understand what ways of thinking and being have shaped us and what shapes 

our neighbors. From there we can begin to think in new ways about what it means to follow 

Jesus in this moment in time. 

What parts of our tradition must we hold to as a rudder in a storm... and what is dead 

traditionalism and clutter that needs to be tossed over the side. 

Discerning which is which is likely to cause trouble — since my rudder might be your 

clutter!  So in our conversations — listening and love must be the rule, if we are to hear the 

voice of   Jesus calling us in our day. Let us listen for his call, and go where he leads. 

Our Light 
www.middleburyumc.org 

Your word is a lamp to my 

feet, and a light to my path. 

Psalm 119:105 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
Please remember those who are grieving in your prayers: 

The family and friends of Betty Austin 
Please remember those who have health issues in your prayers: 

Chris, Gerry DeWitt, Norma Duclos, Roda Dragon, Phyllis Macaulay, Marcia’s Mom, 
Pauline Obrien, Kevin Parizo, Carolyn Perine, Jason Saltman, Sue Taylor, Connie Waltrip, 
Marg Wesley’s sister. 

Please remember world concerns in your prayers: 
 Our college students returning for a 2nd semester 
 The safety of all at the upcoming winter Olympics   
 
FEBRUARY’S CALENDER 
 
Feb 2, 9, 16, 23- SUNDAY- Adult Sunday School 10AM, Worship 10:45AM  
Feb 8 – Saturday- Methodist Men’s Breakfast- 8AM- Church 
Feb 10 – Monday-Resources Team Meeting 3:30PM – Julie Coon’s Office 
Feb 14 – Friday- Valentine’s Day  
Feb 17 – Monday- UMW Meeting-2PM- Mimi’s house 
Feb 23 – Sunday- Chicken & Biscuit Supper- 5-6:30PM- Church 
 
  
SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPERS RESUME AFTER HOLIDAY HIATUS 
  

The church "Chicken and Biscuit Suppers" are back after a break over the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Holidays. This activity has become a popular and enjoyable way for church members 
to socialize with each other while preparing a hearty supper for members of our community. 
Each supper brings new faces into our fellowship hall. If you haven't been a part of this 
enjoyable outreach activity, try coming to a supper and see what's going on. We try to link our 
suppers to the same day we have communion in our Sunday morning service. Generally this 
occurs on the fourth Sunday of each month but on months with five Sundays it may fall on the 
fifth Sunday. The next supper will be on Sunday, February 23 from 5:00 - 6:30 P.M. If you have 
any questions contact Tom Colley at 388-9405.   
 
OUR CHURCH HISTORY 
 

Methodists of Middlebury held their first meeting at a home on Seymour Street in 1809.  
A chapel built in 1813 was enlarged in 1821.  A new building of typical New England design was 
constructed on the present site in 1837.  Hastings Warren, a prominent Middlebury cabinet 
maker, donated the land.  Fire destroyed that structure on January 30, 1892. 

The people courageously decided to rebuild at once, and laid the cornerstone on 
September 27, 1892.  On May 25, 1893, the congregation dedicated the present building, a 
Victorian structure of stone, brick and slate.  During the 1900’s improvements and renovations 
were made.  Memorial gifts added lighting, landscaping and a ramp, which now welcome 
everyone to the United Methodist Church of Middlebury. 



3 

 

 
RESOURCES TEAM NEWS 
 

Thanks to all who support this church with their prayers, gifts, presence and service!  Following 
is a summary of your financial gifts during 2013, and of our expenses.  Please feel free to see 
Julie Coons if there are questions, or if you would like more detail. 
 
2013 Income: 
Pledges                 $40,371 
Regular giving (not pledged)   19,068  
Dividends (Arnold & Endowment Funds)    2,286  
Loose Offerings       1,857 
Holiday & Special gifts/offerings     1,847 
Bequests; UMW & UMM Contributions  10,455 
Health Insurance rebate (one-time)       674 
Building Use       1,944 
Special Benevolences      1,533 
Miscellaneous          219 
Total Income     80,254 
 
2013 Expenses: 
Music/Worship supplies   $   369 
NE Conference Mission Shares     1,000 
Special Benevolences      1,533 
Newsletter/Communications        661 
Pastoral & Staff expenses   33,861 
Office Supplies          396 
Church Building expenses   19,476 
Parsonage building expenses     6,027 
Total Expenses     63,323 
 

As you can see, we met our goal of ending the year with a surplus, in order to have extra 
resources available for 2014.  The Coordinating Committee is considering possible options for 
pastoral coverage beyond July 1st, and further discussion will take place at an upcoming 
congregational meeting where all are welcome to participate and provide feedback.   
 
Again, thank you, and blessings for the coming year! 
Julie Coons, Treasurer and 
Resources Team Leader 
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OUTREACH TEAM NEWS 
 
Happy Birthday Jeremias!  On February 4th Jeremias Franca will have a birthday. 

As a Mozambican missionary of the Board of Global Ministries working in Mozambique and as 

the administrator of a two hundred bed hospital, February 4th will be like most other days -- 

seeing patients and managing staff.   Although Jeremias and the Chicuque Hospital are half way 

around the globe, we Methodists in Middlebury, take a personal interest on Fen 4th because of 

our close relationship with Jeremias Franca and the wonderful work he is doing.  He has been a 

visitor in our midst here and we have had people from our congregation work there for two 

weeks at a time over the years. 

 We send over a thousand dollars a year to assist both Chicuque Hospital and Jeremias’ staff 

position. About three hundred of that comes from our special endowment fund. 

If you would like to be a part of a birthday gift to honor Jeremias on his birthday and to help 

towards the work he is doing, please send your donation to the church – marked as a gift to 

Jeremias Franca.  Sue Colley from outreach will mail our gifts sometime later in the month. 

To find out more about the hospital and the work of Jeremias Franca check out “chicuque.org” 

from your computer. 

  

 

 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN NEWS 

The men of the church meet at 8:00 AM the second Saturday of the month for good food and 
fellowship.  Our conversations run the whole gambit of personal, social, and religious life.  We 
usually end by 9:30AM leaving the rest of the day for work, play, and the family.  No reservation 
is necessary, just come on February 8th.  Art Doty will give you a warm welcome and Tom 
Colley will have the bacon and eggs cooked.  
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 

Our February UMW meeting will be February 17th at 2pm at Mimi's house. At the February 
meeting we will allocate funds to the various programs that need to have funds sent to them in 
the early part of the year. We will also hear a report by Bonnie Adkins about worldwide 
missions that UMW supports. 
 
Below is the 2013 financial statement prepared by our treasurer Eileen Rinker. 
Starting Balance 01/01/13    $2,812 
Deposits 
 Food Shelf   $ 55 
 Least coin   $ 22 
 Thankoffering   $ 216 
 Membership   $ 315 
 Events    $ 50 
 Bequest from Hallock Estate $ 500 
 Funeral Receptions  $ 400 
 Memorial Gift   $ 30 
 Nothing but Nets  $ 161 
 Rummage Sales   $ 3,204 
 Bake Sales   $ 390 
 Total Deposits     $5,343 
Disbursements 
 Franca Covenant  $500 
 Habitat for Humanity  $200 
 Homeward Bound  $300 
 Add Cty H H & H  $200 
 Russ Sholes Senior Center $200 
 Nothing but Nets  $161 
 UMC General Fund  $1,500 
 Charter House   $250 
 Camp Ta-Kum-Ta  $200 
 HOPE    $152 
 District UMW   $500 
 Women of Syria   $200 
 Crop Walk   $200 
 Project Independence  $100 
 Philippines emergency  $200 
 Midwest emergency  $200 
 Chicuque Hospital  $250 
 Womensafe   $200 
 CVOEO    $27 
 Church supplies   $504 
 Gifts    $227 
 Total Disbursements    $6,271 
Balance 12/31/13     $1,884 
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WORLD VISION’S KNIT FOR KIDS 

WorldVision’s Knit for Kids is a volunteer program that unites 20,000+ knitters and crocheters 

across the U. S. to bring warmth and comfort to children living in poverty around the world. A 

knitted or crocheted blanket, sweater, or hat provides more than just warmth. It sends a 

message of hope, kindness, generosity, and the love of our Heavenly Father who knits us all 

together. 

How can you participate? Use a simple knitted or crocheted sweater pattern (or infant cap or 

blanket), choose your yarn – a soft acrylic is best – and start working with your needles. You 

can download one of our patterns or use one of your own. Once the item is complete, send it 

on its way with a packing slip that tells who created it. All items should be mailed to: 

  

    World Vision’s Knit for Kids 

210 Overlook Drive 

Sewickley PA 15143 

 

The sweater makes its way to the WorldVision International Distribution Center, where, each 

Wednesday, a cheerful group of Knit for Kids volunteers gathers to organize and prep knitted 

and crocheted items for shipment to needy communities around the world.  

 

If you haven’t visited the WorldVision website (worldvision.org/knitforkids) recently, please do! You will find: 

Patterns (infant hat, blanket, sweaters) 

Stories from the field 

Knit for Kids updates 

 

FOR YOU CREATED MY INMOST BEING; YOU KNIT ME TOGETHER IN MY MOTHER’S WOMB. I PRAISE YOU BECAUSE 

I AM FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE; YOUR WORKS ARE WONDERFUL, I KNOW THAT FULL WELL. 

PSALM 139:13-14  
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SOMETHING OF INTEREST FROM THE COVENANT RENEWAL SERVICE: 
 
Christ has many services to be done; 
some are easy, others are difficult; 
some make others applaud us, others bring only reproach; 
some we desire to do because of our own interests; 
others seem unnatural. Sometimes we please Christ 
and meet our own needs, at other times we cannot please Christ 
unless we deny ourselves. Yet Christ strengthens us and gives us 
the power to do all these things. 
Therefore let us make this covenant of God our own. 
Let us give ourselves completely to God, 
trusting in his promises and relying on his grace. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
--Have you checked out our new bulletin board in the Fellowship Room???  Our Church 
calendar and prayer concerns will be posted each week.  You also can check the Church 
calendar on our website www.middleburyumc.org .    
 
--If you would prefer to get this newsletter by email or wish to be removed from our email or 
mailing lists please let us know by leaving a message at the Church office, 388-2510, or by 

email, newsletter@middlebury.org  
 
 
 
 

http://www.middleburyumc.org/
mailto:newsletter@middlebury.org
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